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Call for Applications Werner-Schulz Scholarships 2026

This year, for the second time, the Werner Schulz Initiative (WSI) is awarding two scholarships to
individuals active in civil society, with preference given to those from East Germany, Central and
Eastern Europe and Russia — with the support and funding of the Heinrich B6ll Foundation and the
Friends and Supporters of the Heinrich Boll Foundation.

Who can apply?

Applications are welcome from:

e Apprentices, students, or doctoral candidates at universities or other educational

institutions in a European country or
 Professionals working in civil society, arts, culture, media, education, politics, or research

o with proven qualifications in their respective field

o with documented societal or political engagement that aligns with the values of
Werner Schulz (e.g., commitment to democracy, human rights, civil society, and
European cooperation)

For more information, see our mission statement and funding principles.

Scholarship details

e Duration: up to 3 months with a German partner organization Austausch e.V. and Robert
Havemann Gesellschaft e.V.

¢ Funding period: October—December 2026

¢ Number of scholarships: up to 2 recipients

¢ Monthly stipend: 2,000 EUR

The goal of the fellowship is to give recipients the opportunity to work, conduct research, and
network at one of the two partner organizations in the areas of active democracy promotion,
strengthening the rule of law, coming to terms with dictatorship and totalitarianism, and other
relevant topics.

Applicants should already be working on a project or have a well-developed project concept that can
be implemented with the support of the scholarship and the selected partner organization.

The project's objective must be clearly defined. Theses for undergraduate or doctoral degrees are not
eligible.



The scholarship recipients will be based in Berlin for the duration of the scholarship. We can assist
with finding suitable housing.

Scholarship recipients are selected by an independent jury consisting of representatives from the
host partner organizations, the Heinrich Boll Foundation, and the Werner Schulz Initiative.

Application deadline: 31 July 2026

Required documents

¢ Motivation letter (max. 2 pages)

e Curriculum Vitae (CV, max 3 pages)

¢ Project or initiative outline (max. 3 pages)

¢ Proof of current study or employment status
» Reference letter (max 2)

Submission
Please send all application documents by email to: bewerbung@werner-schulz-initiative.org

Further information about the scholarship programme and the Werner-Schulz Initiative can be found
here.
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